לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל

פרשת נח

Have you noticed the interesting phenomenon that pets look like their masters?!  If you take a look, you can see that there are always similar features, facial expressions and mannerisms shared by pets and their masters.  After studying this week’s parasha, it will be easy to understand why.

וירא אלקים את הארץ והנה נשחתה כי השחית כל בשר את דרכו על הארץ.

The medrash teaches that prior to the mabul, not only did mankind corrupt and pervert their ways, but also the animal world had become corrupt.  Dogs mated with wolves, chickens with peacocks, wild animals with domestic animals, animals with men and men with animals, as is stated in the passuk, כי השחית כל בשר את דרכו, for all flesh had corrupted their way.  

The Bais Halevi explains, how did this happen??  The fact that man had perverted his way is understandable.  Man has freedom of choice.  He can choose to behave in whatever way he wishes, for good or for bad.  However, animals do not have בחירה חפשית.  Animals function according to their innate instincts.  Animals do not have an “evil inclination”!  

The Bais Halevi explains that man stands at the helm of the entire creation.  Everything was created for him, for the purpose of serving him.  And everything in creation is affected by his deeds.  This extends far beyond the situation of a person doing something publicly and affecting those who watch and see him.  Even when a person does something in private, behind closed doors, with no one watching him, he is affecting and impressing all the strata of his environment.  For example, when a person is calm, conducting himself in a joyful manner, thinking positive thoughts, this positivism and optimism radiates and affects everything around him.  Not only the people but also the animals in his environment will absorb this effect.  Even the inanimate objects, the walls and the furniture and the air, will absorb the calm and the joy.  But the opposite is also true.  A person who is tense and angry, too, radiates outward and affects everyone and everything around him.  Selfish and hostile thoughts and deeds are certainly broadcast and thus create such an atmosphere.  It is for this reason, that you can intuitively feel the spiritual climate of different countries, each according to the middah prevalent in that particular place.  Hedonism, permissiveness, immorality, arrogance all can be discerned.  One feels very differently in Paris, in London, in Los Angeles than l’havdil, in Me’ah Shearim or, best of all, at the Kosel.       

This is what happened to the world prior to the mabul.  Man had become so corrupt through his horrific behavior, that everything in the world was affected.  All the animals had become corrupt, immoral and evil.  It is for this reason that everything had to be destroyed in the mabul.  

And what about those individuals and animals who survived?  What was the route that their survival took?

The Gemara relates to us a conversation between Eliezer, the servant of Avraham Avinu, and Shaim ben Noach, in which Shaim described how difficult it had been in the taivah.  “We suffered greatly in the taivah”, said Shaim.  For twelve months, Noach and his family spent every moment feeding all the animals.  Some animals ate in the daytime, and some had to be fed at night.  The exertion that was required in order to sustain all the surviving animals of the world, says the Meshech Chochmah, is beyond human comprehension. 

Why then was it necessary for the Mabul to last twelve months?  Why didn’t Hashem simply do what had to be done to the world in an instant, and thus spare Noach and his family and all the surviving animals all that hardship??

The Meshech Chochmah explains that these twelve months were crucial for the tikkun, the rectification necessary for the world, also for man and also for all the animals.  For twelve months, all of the surviving life was cramped together in the relatively tiny space of the ark.  Conjugal relations were forbidden to all, man and animal.  The animals had to sit quietly and submissively, with strict self-discipline, while they waited to be fed by Noach and his family.  And the humans, as we said, were completely involved in the task of sustaining the animals, running from cubicle to cubicle, to provide them with their food.  This was an exhausting task that went on and on, twenty-four hours a day, for the entire twelve months.

It was this way that Noach and his family merited to survive and heal from a world that had sunk to the lowest depths of greed, narcissism, violence, and evil.  Their complete and total pre-occupation with the chesed of sustaining the animals would become the basis of the fresh, new world,  עולם חסד יבנה, a world based upon kindness, compassion and selflessness.

The animals also needed rectification, for as we have seen, they too had become self-centered, cruel and evil-natured.  Their tikkun, re-training also took place in these twelve months.  Twelve months, says the Meshech Chochmah, is the time period it took to re-train the animals to be disciplined, to be submissive and under the rule of man, as was meant to be according to the Divine Plan. If we could have seen the face of a dog, for example, as he entered the taivah, in comparison to the look on the animal’s face on his way out of the taivah, we would not know that it was the same dog.  What is seen on the face of an animal, says the Meshach Chochmah, if not its nature and character traits?!  These animals had undergone  total metamorphosis..

*

The community of Chicago was zocheh to have Rav Aharon Soloveichik zt’l in their midst.  Rav Aharon’s complete and selfless dedication to Torah and Torah values affected all levels of communal functioning and inspired people to be ehrlich, compassionate and idealistic.

The behavior of the dayan of a heimishe organization in Chicago stands out in strong contrast.  There is a young man, with a heavy condition of asthma, who needs to raise funds in order to purchase medications.  Yet, this heimishe organization and its dayan, in their self-serving attempt to control the tzedakah funds of the community, try to block this young man from raising money.  As a result, there are even shuls that do not allow him to raise money on their premises. 

Be aware that association and identifying with those that behave in a self-serving and cruel way, will surely affect the person negatively to chas veshalom uproot the Jewish qualities of "רחמנים, ביישנים וגומלי חסדים".

Are we willing to exchange רחמנים, ביישנים וגומלי חסדים for membership in a heimishe club?  Is this dayan qualified for leadership in a Jewish community?  Is it worth the deal???

There has even been a case in which this dayan entered private premises and stole the checks of a very ehrliche and idealistic person who came from Yerushalayim to raise money for a Yerushalayim moysad. This dayan was attempting to gain control of the tzedakah funds of the community.  To achieve this goal he actually entered private premises and stole checks collected by a very ehrliche and idealistic person from Yerushalayim.  (Further details of this story are available upon request.) Is this dayan qualified for leadership of a Jewish community? Is he qualified to be a dayan and sit on a bais din? Are we willing to abandon and betray the basic and precious values of Torah that Rav Aharon Soloveichik zt’l taught and bequeathed to us because we want to create a powerful hemishe club? Is it worth the deal???

Through real chesed, we build, through real chesed we heal.

עולם חסד יבנה.

A gutten erev Shabbos,

From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.
